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under   compulsion   of   circumstances,    and   with
mental reservation.    When all this was sworn to,
Cromwell's hold upon the world was done.    Upon
evidence   now   unknown   he   was   condemned   for
treason and heresy without being heard in his own
defence, and on the 28th July 1540 he stood,  a
sorry figure, upon the scaffold in the Tower.    He
had been a sinner, he confessed, and had travailed
after the  things of this world; but he fervently
avowed that he was a good Catholic and no heretic,
and had harboured no thought of evil towards his
sovereign.    But protestations availed not; and his
head, the cleverest head in England, was pitiably
hacked off by a bungling headsman.    Before that
happened, the repudiation of Anne of Cleves was
complete,   and  a  revival  of  the  aristocratic  and
Catholic influence in England was an accomplished
fact.

